
 
 

P R E V I E W   P A R T I E S 
 
Root Quarterly is one part art project, one part social experiment, one part 
publication. We’ll shake and see what happens. Thank you for opening your 
home and your mind to the idea of a project like this! You can’t know how 
much this means to the volunteer team of people putting this together.  
 

SOME GUIDELINES: 
 
Number of Attendees:  
15 – 20 (likely you’ll need to invite more people to get that number to attend). We 
want people to be able to get to know each other a little bit. Part of this whole 
experiment is the idea that we have lost the art of connecting in person, of 
engaging in civil dialogue with people with whom we disagree, and of developing 
a sense of real connection. That’s on us, and so it’s on us to take back our sense 
of community. 
 
Who to Invite: 
It’s incredibly important that these gatherings are intergenerational, multi-ethnic, 
and include men and women (or folks who don’t identify as either). Gen Xers, 
Baby Boomers, and the Greatest Generation remember the heyday of print and a 
world before social media. They miss both, and they’re willing to support it not just 
with Facebook likes and Instagram hearts but with their time, talent, and treasure. 



Try to curate a set of passionate people who may not know each other but are 
deep thinkers with open minds and zest for life. This is supposed to be fun, after 
all. It’s about building connections. 
 
Length of Time:  
At least 3 hours long. If you’d like to have folks talk into the wee hours, that’s 
totally up to you and yours. 
 
Schedule:  

1.5 hours mingling 
30 minute presentation 
1 hour mingling, discussion, etc.  

 
Food and Drink:  
Anything from a box of wine, a six-pack, and a bowl of peanuts to butlered hors 
d'oeuvres paired with flaming cocktails is fair game. Or maybe you’d prefer 
afternoon tea? Do your thing.  
 
Sample Invitation Text that Would Come From You, the Host: 
Dear Friend:  
 
I’m writing to you with a special invitation to party that I’ll be hosting for a small 
group of friends on <<<DATE>>>>. 
 
I’m having the party in part because I’d like to introduce some friends who haven’t 
met each other yet, and I’d also like to give you a sneak-peak of a new, quarterly, 
print-only, subscriber-based journal that will be launching this fall in Philadelphia. 
 
The journal is called Root Quarterly. The publisher, a friend of mine, has it in her 
head that it’s time for some “slow media.” 
 
She intends to give the people who are ready for it a break from the 24-hour news 
cycle, a respite from the endless scroll of social media feeds, and a place where 
smart people can respectfully disagree about difficult ideas while challenging the 
loudest, most extreme voices on the right and the left. A place where we can 
celebrate interesting local artists, social entrepreneurs, fiction writers, 
tastemakers, and poets, and also think broadly about touchstone moments in our 
larger culture—like how it feels to watch “The Handmaid’s Tale” while the 
misogyny in our state capital is making national headlines, or find common ground 



in an age of hyper-partisanship, where increased public shaming has stifled 
debate on both sides. 
 
The internet doesn’t know about Root Quarterly. You won’t find it online, and you 
won’t find it on Facebook. That’s why I’m hosting this very-much-in-person party. 
 
The publisher has a vision of initially spreading the word through a limited number 
of real people getting together in real life to meet each other, talk, and discuss the 
idea of a local journal like this (meeting face-to-face! The original social network!) 
and, if they’re interested, being an early supporter (subscriptions! The original 
Kickstarter for original content!). 
 
She’ll be there to answer questions, and you’ll be able to get a preview, give 
feedback, and hopefully meet some new friends over drinks and food.  
 
I really hope you’ll come. I’m looking forward to introducing you to some people 
that I think you’ll love, and hopefully you’re also excited about the idea of a local, 
independent, woman-owned media. 
 
Finally, I know that people have gotten away from “RSVPing” in the age of Evites 
and Facebook events, but I do request the favor of a reply by XXXX. (If you can’t 
come, that opens up a spot for someone else.) 
 
If you can come, know that I’ll have some wine and snacks, and if you feel like 
contributing something, that’s very welcome, too. 
 
Love, 
(Your name here) 
 

 
How To Schedule: 
You’ve been given as part of this package access to a Google Calendar to help 
you see dates that are available. Please take a look at available dates and let me 
know what might work for you. 

 
Questions? 
Feel free to email me at heather@redpenarts.com or do an old-fashioned phone 
call and we’ll pick a date together. My cell phone number is 215.983.6028. 
Whatever works for you is fine. 
 

mailto:heather@redpenarts.com


T H A N K   Y O U ! 


